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Invitation to the Press Conference
24th January 2008

Sicily
From Ulysses to Garibaldi
25 January - 25 May 2008

SICILY — the largest region of Italy and the largest island in the Mediterranean Sea - was a melting
pot of many cultures for thousands of years. The coexistence of these cultures on the island left
behind a rich and fascinating legacy. Ancient sculptures, architectural fragments, first-class
paintings, and exquisite handicraft bring alive the island's distinctive art world, characterised by
relentless quest to transform what was foreign into something Sicilian.

With ca. 300 masterpiece works the exhibition traces this cultural legacy: From the first traces of
humans in the Paleolithic era up to the arrival of Giuseppe Garibaldi in 1860. From the native Sicani
and Siculi, the immigrant Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Byzantinians, and Arabs, the rule of the
Normans and Hohenstaufen up to the Aragonese, Habsburg, and Bourbon dynasties, the exhibition
recounts the rich and varied history of the island and identifies the influences of many different
peoples and rulers.

The press conference will be held on 24th January 2008 at 11.00 a.m. in the
Art and Exhibition Hall of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Please register by Fax (+49/228/9171-211) or E-Mail (ferreira@kah-bonn.de). Extensive essays and
photo material are available at the press office or www.bundeskunsthalle.de. Please direct all
requests for interviews to this office.

We are looking forward to your visit.
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