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Kunst- und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Bonn

Exhibition concept

The exhibition Czech Photography of the 20" Century will, for the first time in Germany, attempt to fully
map out the history of Czech photography and visual art works which draw on photography, from
pictorialism through avant-garde photography and 1920s-1940s’ photo montage through to a wide
spectrum of present trends. The exhibition will aim to present all of the major trends, creators and works in
Chech photography, gathered from many Czech and international collections, public or private. Naturally,
the show will focus on key figures such as Frantisek Drtikol, Josef Sudek, Jaroslav Rdssler, Jaromir Funke,
Jindfich gtyrsk)'/, Vilém Reichmann, Emila Medkova, Jindfich Streit, Viktor Kolaf, Antonin Kratochvil,
Jitla Hanzlova and others, but the intention is also to display many less-known works of quality by others
and bring attention to photographs that were influenced by ideological pressures of the time during World
War II and the Stanilist era of the 1950s or the Communist ,,Normalisation period after
Czechoslovakia'soccupation in 1968. In this way the show will provide a full picture of how Czech
photography developed in the 200 century, and at the same time, remind visitors of the photographic and
photo montage work of German photographers who lived or found asylum in Czechoslovakia between
World War I and World War I1. In addition to the actual photographs and photo montages, whose authentic
originals will be on display, with only a very few exceptions, the show will also features excerpts from
important photographic publications in book format, journals or catalogues from various time periods. The

vast material will be arranged into several chapters by chronological order and creative style.

1. 1900-1918
1.1. Impressionist and Art Nouveau Pictorialism

1.2 Documentary and Reportage Photography

2. 1918 — 1939

2.1. From Pictorialism to Modern Photography

2.2. Poetism and the Beginning of Abstract Photography

2.3. New Photography: Constructivism, Functionalism,
and New Objectivity

2.4, Social Photography and Photojournalism

2.5. Imaginative and Surrealist Photography and Collage

2.6. Bohemian Lands of the 1920s and 1930
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1939-1948
Documentary and Reportage Photography
Surrealism and Art Photography of the 1940s

1948 — 1968
Documentary and Reportage Photography
Art and Staged Photography

1969 - 1989

Documentary and Reportage Photography

The Happening, Land Art, Conceptual Art, and Body Art
Art Photography

Staged Photography and Intermedia Art

1989 - 2000

Documentary and Reportage Photography
Staged and Portrait Photography
Photography and the Fine Arts
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